
 
 

PRESIDENT SID’S MONTHLY MESSAGE  

Please note that this is a December/ January Bulletin since I will be out of the country visiting family at the end of the 

month and into the new year.   

As well please note, Tuesday December 9th at the in-person meeting or by e-transfer is the final date to sign up for our 

WTSC Christmas 2025 Festive Get Together & Dinner .to be held December 16th
. It’s not too late, consider joining the 

37 members and guests who will be attending. The cost, subsidized by the club, is $40. per person (tax & tip included). 
Payment can be made in cash or by E-Transfer:  president@westtorontostampclub.org 
 
With this weekend’s snow and cold, we have become acutely aware of the fact that we are heading into the depths of 
winter. As stamp collectors and postal historians, we know that we can brighten and bring joy to these winter days since 
we recognize that this is the perfect season to cozy up indoors and delve deeper into the world of philately. Winter, once 
past the busy holiday season or as respite from it, provides us with time to use these months with purpose.  

We might use this time.  

• To properly identify, catalogue, organize our stamps and covers. 

• To explore online databases, philatelic libraries.  

• To transfer new acquisitions into albums, reorganize existing pages, build circuit book pages.  

• To create a physical/digital inventory of our collection/s.  

• To catch up or deepen our philatelic reading. 

• To attend a zoom session in addition to the ones offered by our club. 

• To browse online philatelic auction sites and dealer inventories from the comfort of our homes. 

• To prepare your exhibit pages enabling us to participate in our WTSC Annual Exhibition with single page, multi-page 
and/or single frame exhibits.  
 

As you participate in the many busy festive activities and obligations this coming month, be sure to take time to enjoy 

family and to take a few moments to reflect on the meaning of the season. On behalf of WTSC board members, Merry 

Christmas and a Happy & Healthy 2026 to you and your family.  

 

DECEMBER / JANUARY PHILATELIC OPPORTUNITIES 

Dec. 2 - LEARNING WORKSHOP, 7 p.m. via Zoom,: “What do you value in your collection-collections, 
and why?” Another opportunity for participants to share and to learn.  
 
Dec. 7 - Auction & Circuit Book evening - In-person - Fairfield Centre.  

Jan. 6 - LEARNING WORKSHOP, 7 p.m. via Zoom, “K”.  Another opportunity to share and to learn.  
 
Jan 13 - Auction & Circuit Book evening - In-person - Fairfield Centre.  

Jan 20 - DISCUSSION GROUP, 7 p.m. via Zoom, Dr. Alec Globe, will present part 1 of his story of the development of 

Toronto entitled “From Mud Hole to Metropolis”.   

Jan 27 - Auction & member/vest pocket dealer tables - In-person - Fairfield Centre.  
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DISCUSSION GROUP - UPCOMING MEETINGS 

December 16, 2025 

This meeting is cancelled to make way for the annual Holiday dinner at the Canadiana 

Restaurant 

 

January 20, 2026 

Dr. Alec Globe, from Vancouver, will present Part 1 of his story of the development 

of Toronto entitled “From Mud Hole to Metropolis”. This is a replacement for our 

October 2025 meeting that was postponed due to computer malfunctions. 

 

February 17, 2026 

Dr. Alec Globe, from Vancouver, will present Part 2 of his story of the development 

of Toronto entitled “From Mud Hole to Metropolis”. 

 

 

WTSC ANNUAL EXHIBITION  

1. The WTSC Annual Exhibition will take place Tuesday, 
March 24th. instead of in May.   

2. Now that we are Chapter 148 of the ATA, Topical 
exhibiting excellence will be recognized.  A topical exhibit 
could be a single page, multipage or single frame exhibit 

3. For those who missed the presentation on single page 
exhibiting, please take few moments to view the 
PowerPoint presentation included with this Bulletin.  

4. As detailed last month note:  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SINGLE PAGE EXHIBIT CHANGES  
 
1. Can be submitted virtually by distance 

members 
2. Page size changes 8 ½ x11 or 11x17 
 
New Scoring! 
• Title – 1 point 
• Story – 4 points 

• Elements (any type, ideally 3) – 5 points 

• Use of more than 3 types of Elements – 2 
points 

• How well does the topic fit a one-page 
exhibit – 3 points 

• Knowledge & Quality of material - 5 points 

• Creativity & Presentation – 5 points 

Total points are out of 25. 
 



JANUARY LEARNING WORKSHOP 

Starting at 7 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 6, 2026 via Zoom, the topic for our fourth virtual Learning Workshop of the 2025-2026 

season is: “K”. 

As always, this online event is intended to encourage participants to share and prompt discussion about philatelic topics 

that begin with this letter of the alphabet — whether it is a stamp, a type of stamp, postal history, a related hobby activity, 

equipment, or a country/colony whose name starts with ‘K’.  

Term examples: Kangaroos, a reference to Australia’s popular map and kangaroo stamps introduced in 1913 — sometimes 

called ‘Roos’; Key Plate, a printing plate with a standard design portion of a stamp intended for use 

in several colonial areas; Key Type, a term applied to British colonial stamps in the 1890s, with 

other plates used to apply a country’s name and denomination; ‘Kicking Mule’ refers to a popular 

fancy U.S. postmark used 

before 1880 that features 

a mule kicking up its 

heels; Killer cancellation, 

Kiloware, which refers to 

large mixtures of stamps; King, refers to a 

country’s male monarch; Kingdom, an organized 

community headed by a king or queen; Knife, a 

term applied to a cutting device used to cut paper into the shape used for envelopes. 

Several ‘K” postal services — present and past: ‘Kalayaan Nang Pilipanas’ was an inscription on stamps the Japanese puppet 

regime issued in the Philippines during the Second World War; ‘Kans.’ overprints 

on U.S. stamps in the 1920s, applied to thwart post office robberies in the state of 

Kansas; Katanga, a breakaway province of the former Belgian Congo that produced 

stamps from 1960 to 1963, when it reunited with Congo; Cocos Keeling Islands; 

Kenya; ‘KGL Post’, an inscription applied to early Denmark stamps; Kiribati, a 

stamp-issuing republic formed three years after the British colony of the Gilbert 

and Elice Islands was divided in 1976; Korea; Kuwait. 

Finally, for a touch of humour, how about a bird on stamps Australia issued in 1913 and 1932 that 

depict the Kookaburra — known as the ‘Laughing Jackass’. 

With all this in mind, please join us at the appointed hour.   

- Ian Robertson 

  

 
ONLINE PHILATELIC LEARNING & ENJOYMENT. This month be sure to check out the postal archives at  

https://www.canada.ca/en/library-archives/collection/research-help/postal-heritage.html 
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FEBRUARY LEARNING WORKSHOP 

Starting at 7 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2026 via Zoom, the topic for our fifth virtual Learning Workshop of the 2025-2026 

season is: “Cinderellas.” 

As Wikipedia notes, ‘Cinderellas’ are labels resembling postage stamps, but are 

“not issued for postal purposes by a government administration. There is a wide 

variety of cinderella stamps, such as those printed for promotional use by 

businesses, churches, or political or non-profit groups.” 

According to the website of the Cinderella Stamp 

Club in Britain, the term can apply to local, telegraph 

and railway stamps, “revenues/fiscals, forgeries, 

bogus and phantom issues. Christmas, Red Cross, TB 

and other charity seals, registration labels, advertisement and exhibition labels …” 

According to ‘The Stamp Echo’ posted online by Arpin Philately, the term was based on the 

well-known fairy tale’s underdog heroine, who was abused by her stepsisters and “treated like 

an inferior person.” Defining ‘Cinderella’ stamps, however, is “tricky,” since some— including 

“unofficial” stamps — were used if a postal service didn’t reach addresses. 

Some have denominations, it adds, including ‘Puffin’ on stamps produced for use on mail 

shipped to the UK from Lundy Island in the British Isles. As for Canadian examples, Juan de Fuca 

British Columbia Private Courier Dispatch locals denominated in American currency paid “ferry 

fees both ways” between Port Angeles, Washington and 

Victoria, B.C. during the Canadian postal strikes starting in 

1965.  

There are also bogus stamps produced to woo collectors. For instance, scores of 

attractive thematic issues purporting to be from Tadjikistan, an Asian country. Its postal 

agency in 2002 alerted the Universal Postal Union about the “illegal” issues, but many are 

still offered for sale online. 

Most catalogues do not include Cinderellas, though some list Christmas and Easter 

seals, ‘The Stamp Echo’ notes, adding “some Cinderella stamps are quite rare and 

valuable.” 

This is an unusual topic, but well worthwhile to discuss, 

so please join us to share your examples and knowledge 

at the appointed hour.   

- Ian Robertson 

    

 

 

 



OTHER PHILATELIC OPPORTUNITIES  

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WTSC MARKETPLACE:     FREE/FORSALE/WANTED  
 

1. Looking for Scott number 33 for plate collection.  Contact David Bray dbray12traditions@gmail.com 

 

2. WANTED: Queen Elizabeth II era Canadian covers 1950's - 1980's. Registered, special delivery, auxiliary markings, 

foreign destinations, anything unusual. Email Ingo at b62hkg@yahoo.ca if you have some for sale or trade. 

 

3. WANTED - Straits Settlements with clear company hand stamps. 

SEE: https://michelhoude.com/BMSM/Index.html     email: mjrhoude@gmail.com 

 

4. WANTED- German "Germania" stamps of any wmk. nowmk. overprint, surcharged from Germany, and all the 

regions, countries occupied by Germany. Please contact Vijay at vijaystamps@gmail.com. 

 

5. If you are burdened with an excess of used Canada Admirals, I may be able to help. I am always looking for 

Admirals in quantity to further my research on plate flaws. Contact wgburden@mac.com for details. Thanks. 

FOR SALE  

1.  I have the following Brigham Auction catalogs w/ dates of sale ~ fully illustrated in colour, a definitive study of each 

issue, for those who collect the following issues:  

Large Queens ~ 1868-1897                          Feb. 22, 2014     Late Victorian Issue ~ 1897-1902                 June 6-7 2014 
Admiral Issue ~ 1911-1931                           Mar. 6-7 2015    Geo. V / Edward VIII / Geo. VI 1917 -1935   June 13 2015 
Small Queens ~ 1870-1879                           Apr. 6  2016       Quebec Tercentenary 1908                           Jan 23 2016 
MacDonald / Cartier Centenary 1914       QE II 1953 - 1995   Edward VII 1903-1911 / QEII 1953 - 1995     Jan 23 2016 
 
Contact Don Hedger at e/m < don.hedger@gmail.com> for price & availability  
 

2. Scott Catalogue 2017 ~ 6 Volumes (complete) in excellent shape best offer. Delivered to Club or pick 

up.  contact ~ Don Hedger < don.hedger@gmail.com >  

ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF CANADA:  Virtual ZOOM sessions Registration in advance 

required. https://www.rpsc.org/ 

STAMP TALKS December 8 - David Oberholtzer - ChristKindl, the Christmas Stamps of Austria 

STAMP PANELS December 15 - Christmas Show and Share 
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